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COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

September 9, 2015 
DNR Pacific Cascade Region Office 

Castle Rock, WA 
____________________________________________________________________________  

Next Meetings:  October 28, 2015 (teleconference) 
December 9, 2015 (DNR Olympia)   

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Commissioners Present    Commissioners Absent 
  
Michael Johnson, Chairman    Ed Orcutt 
Joe Monks, Vice Chairman     Steve Witherspoon 
Randy Bartelt 
Alex Dobkowski           
Tom Fox  

Attendees: 
Josh Himsl, Ken Miller, Lisa Schuchman, Matt Comisky, Diann Lewallen, Dave Sweitzer. 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Johnson at 10:00 a.m.  Introductions were made and the 
Commission was reminded of the legal limitations of the anti-trust laws in Commission meetings.    
It was MSP to approve the minutes of the June 10, 2015, meeting as emailed. 

FINANCE REPORT 
Lewallen presented the financial report dated August 31, 2015, showing cash and CD’s of $30,490.83 
with no accounts payable.  The cash flow spreadsheet shows a projected estimated reserve and 
estimated available reserve of $28,989.83 through June 2016.  Sweitzer presented the Logs Process 
Summary, Dollar and Volume reports.  Lewallen will switch the checking account to an institution 
without a fee before the December meeting.  It was MSP to approve the financial report. (copy 
attached).  

WFFA 
Miller described the new simplified paper for the Hardwood Conversion/Conifer Restoration template.  It 
is now in TFW Adaptive Management.  In order for it to pass out of Adaptive Management and go to 
Forest Practices Board, it must be 100% acceptable. It was MSP that a draft letter of support be sent to 
WFFA. (copies attached) 

AFRC 
Comisky reported on the Sustainable Harvest Calculation for the Olympic Experimental State Forest 
(OESF) will be available by end of first quarter 2016.  The marbled murrelet strategy and the SHC is 
scheduled to be completed by mid-fourth quarter 2016.  The SHC and arrearage of 462 mmbf are now 
tied together.  The Aquatic State Lands Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) regarding log booming and 
storage has not scheduled future meeting. 
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GOLDMARK MEETING 
Scheduled for December 9th at 3:00 PM after the Commission meeting in Olympia.  The draft agenda 
could include 1) Genomic (Alex to check with Nick regarding final report), 2) WFFA Template, 3) 
Update on how much alder is being planted and where, 4) Site selection tool and field verification, 5) 
RMZ restoration in the SHC, 6) Aquatic HCP update, 7) Hardwood vs. softwood sales, 8) SHC update, 
including riparian restoration strategy, 9) Hardwood markets 

WHC PURPOSE AND ADDIONAL PROJECT 
Johnson discussed the purpose of the WHC contained in the WAC and urged all commissioners to 
read and understand it and be prepared to discuss focus areas and projects at the next meeting.  
Chapter 244.12 WAC 

NRCS 
Himsl explained where WHC might fit in to the Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP).  
He said that we have existing research and its possible that NRCS can help with the implementation of 
seedling growth.  Johnson will speak to Sherry Copeland, the regional coordinator for RCPP, and invite 
her to the the WHC December meeting.   

SUBCOMMITTEES 
Johnson discussed his concern with the title “subcommittee” with just one person on the committee, 
i.e., the chairman.  He suggested that we continue to focus on each of the different areas that make up 
our subcommittees and determine projects that a few people could tackle.   

2016 ANNUAL SYMPOSIUM 
The suggested date for the symposium is June 15th or 16th.  A one day/all day field trip to various alder 
plantations on Weyerhaeuser property in and around the Castle Rock area was discussed.  Dobkowski 
and Bartelt volunteered to be the co-chairs and Dobkowski will check with Weyerhaeuser to ascertain 
their participation interest. 

SHOULD A LANDOWNER PLANT RED ALDER 
Dobkowski’s paper was well received and it was suggested that it be widely presented at various 
groups including TFW, SAF, ACF, WFFF, WFFA.  (Fox to see if we can be on the next WFFA annual 
meeting agenda) DNR/SFLO advisory group, WSU Extension, WHC website. 

THEORY OF CONSTRAINTS 
Dobkowski will prepare and send to all commissioners, the explanation of Theory of Constraints and 
each commissioner to suggest up to 5 different reasons why they think that more landowners are not 
planting alder.  Then, the anonymous responses will be grouped and analyzed, followed by a strategy 
plan to encourage more planting. 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:00 p.m. 

Minutes prepared by Dave Sweitzer 
 
 


