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COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

March 17, 2015 
WSU Extension - Chicona Conference Room 

Puyallup, WA 
 ___________________________________________________________________________  

Next Meetings:  April 29, 2015 (teleconference) 
June 9, 2015 (MT Vernon, WA) 
July 28, 2015 (teleconference) 
September 8, 2015 (TBD) 
October 27, 2015 (teleconference) 
December 8, 2015 (TBD)   

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Commissioners Present    Commissioners Absent 
  
Michael Johnson, Chairman    Ed Orcutt 
Nick Wheeler, Vice Chairman    Steve Witherspoon 
Randy Bartelt           
Tom Fox  
Joe Monks 

Attendees: 
Matt Comisky, Barri Herman, Randi Peterson, Josh Himsl, Diann Lewallen, Dave Sweitzer. 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Johnson at 9:00 a.m.  Introductions were made and the 
Commission was reminded of the legal limitations of the anti-trust laws in Commission meetings.    
It was MSP to approve the minutes of the December 8, 2015, meeting as emailed. 

FINANCE REPORT 
Lewallen presented the financial report dated February 28, 2015, showing cash and CD’s of $42,996.84 
with no accounts payable.  The cash flow spreadsheet shows a projected estimated reserve and 
estimated available reserve of $38,183.09 through June 2015.  Sweitzer presented the Logs Process 
Summary, Dollar and Volume reports.  Lewallen will check on switching the checking account to an 
institution without a fee.  It was MSP to approve the financial report. (copy attached).  

AFRC REPORT 
Comisky reported that the decadal Sustainable Harvest Calculations expired June, 2014.  The next 
proposal to the Board of Natural Resources will be April 7, 2015.  He said many testified at the BNR 
meeting in March including Monks who represented the WHC.  The main areas of concern were 
arrearage and RMZ harvest.  It was suggested that the arrearage be handled separately from the SHC 
and be implemented over the first 5 years of the next decadal plan.  It was further suggested that the 
RMZ harvest be fully implemented as outlined in the riparian strategy of the HCP.  Comisky wants to 
implement a beneficiary outreach program to get more engagement from those receiving funds.  

2015 ANNUAL SYMPOSIUM 
Scheduled for June 9th in Mt Vernon, WA.  All speakers will be confirmed by Monday.  Date saver 
postcard was mailed March 17th and the registration form will be mailed the first week of April.  It was 
suggested that the evaluation questionnaire include a question regarding projected seedling needs.  
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SUB-COMMITTEE DISCUSSIONS 
Stand Management – Johnson is collecting pictures to clearly show the options to be made by those 
using the hardwood site tool.  There is still a concern about the output calculations using the red alder 
ORGANON model.  He will contact Luke Rogers, University of Washington, to see how the 
spreadsheet for WAU ranking is coming.  
Resource Values – Monks will contact Luke Rogers to see when we might get the information for 
hardwood stands by county.  This is tied to the WAU ranking information. 
Education & Outreach – No report   
Policy and Government Affairs – Fox introduced Josh Himsl from NRCS.  He discussed help that 
landowners could get from EQIP and how his office could help.  He said he would find out information 
regarding how his Service could further help SFLO and the growing of superior alder seedlings.  Fox 
reported on the WFFA Alternate Harvest Prescriptions for SFLO in western Washington.  He will send 
the full proposal to the commissioners for comments on WHC support. 
Markets – Witherspoon queried lumber mills and chip facilities to determine projected needs for the 
hardwood resource.  He is finding information somewhat hard to get. 
Research & Grant-Funded Programs – Wheeler said the alder genomics study is ahead of schedule 
and we should receive a final draft hopefully for inclusion at the annual symposium in June.  He said 
the extensive genetic information will be used to improve alder seedlings.  Such research can be used 
in conjunction with the existing alder improvement programs by two different growers.  
Farm-to-Timberlands – No report. 

NOMINATIONS – Johnson and Bartelt would like to continue on the commission.  Wheeler is retiring so 
a replacement is needed.  Three recommendations for the three positions need to be sent to the 
affected processors in April asking for additional nominations.  A ballot will be mailed in May and the 
results will be announced at the annual symposium in June. 

NURSERY TOUR – Herman and Petersen joined the meeting and took the commissioners on a tour of 
the WSU alder cloning facilities that including green houses, cold frames, and 10 year test plots.  WHC 
is considering options for participating in the production of such superior seedlings.  (Alternatives 
attached). 

DNR WEBINAR - The meeting was reconvened to watch a portion of a webinar designed by DNR that 
highlighted 27 years of red alder research at the Hardwood Silviculture Cooperative at OSU and how it 
has impacted production and management of red alder. 

COMMISSIONER GOLDMARK MEETING – We will ask for 45 minutes during the period from May 21st 
to May 28th.  We will send an agenda to him in advance.  Some items could include 1) expanding the 
use of the DNR site selection tool, 2) annual symposium, 3) genomic research project, 4) hardwood 
conversion by WAU linked to hardwood stands by county, 5) superior seedlings propagation, 6) WFFA 
Alternate Plan proposal, 7) riparian arrearage, 8) riparian restoration strategy. 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:15 p.m. 

Minutes prepared by Dave Sweitzer 
 


